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On Employing the Poor in the Fifhery. 
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From (dieDnesday Oober.the 7th, to Saturday Oober the roth, 2702. 





wuntTy- 12. After Obfervator, ever 
{ince I faw you laft, I 
3. have kept my Confider- 
ng Cap on my Head, and have been thinking 
f your Method of Employing the Poor by the 
ifhery. 1 can as foon dive into the bortom of 
he Sea as into this Secret, how the whole Poor 
wn be Employ’d in the Fifhing-Trade. 
obf. You, and your Family, your Servants, 
orfes, and the Living-Stock you have, are 
oatinually Employ’d in she Fifhing-Trade , in 
at your Provifions of all forts are confumed 
» that Employment; befides many other 
rades and Occupations are continually exer- 
fed about the Fifhery ; fo thata Child of Nine 
Ten years of Age, may be able to get its 
iting. The Trades which have their Depen- 
ance on the Fifhery are Anchor-Smiths, Bakers, 
bvewers, Ballaftrnen, Black-Smiths, Butchers, Car- 
nters, Caulkers, Clap-board-fpliters, Compafs- 
saters, Coopers, Duck-Weavers, Hemp-DrefJers. 
Yook-makers, Hoop-fplitters, foyners, Lime-ma- 
urs, Marviners, Adaft-makers Net-makers, Figt- 
anners, Plummers, Pully-makers, Pump-makers, 
ope-makers, Sail-makers, Sawyers, Ship-Chand- 
Hs, Ship-Wrights, Tallow-Chandlers, Thread and 
wine-Spinners 5 all manner of People Employ- 
Jin the making of Bedding or Cloathing, are 
fo Employ’d in the Fi/hery; in fhort you can 
ardly think of any Employment, or of any 
tof People that are not Ufeful in the Fi/hery. 
Country-m. This clears the, Point, and we 
ave abundance of Supernumerary Fellows in 
ur Tillage which might well be fpared for 
he Fifhery ; and thereby become Serviceable to | 
hemfelves and Country, when if they now 
larry, they’l get a Company of Beggars that 
jill be a Charge to the Parifh. | 
Obf.’Tis a Prudent part in all Governments 
0 have their People continually Employ’d, o- 
her wife they are a Dead Weight, and are the 
me to the Body Politick, as Limbs affected 
ith the Dead- Palfje are to the Body- Natural : 
hey are Members without Life, and are Ob- 
tuctive of Motion; *tis a Shame we fhould 
ve fo many People bred up to Sloth and Jdle- 
‘,when we are able to keep them at Work ; 
ou may fee in London hundreds of Coaches each 
(them with five or fix Lufty Fellows hang- 
ig on their Tails, who would be better Em- 
loy’d in ManufeGories or Fifbery, and how 
any People have we Employ’d in ways of | 
‘ce, whereby the Youth of the Kingdom are 
Yebauch'd and becomes Effeminate? Such as 
4g¢- Players, Fidlers, Ballad-Singers, Rope- Dan- 
5, Lottery-men, &c. which are now become 






























Yades, and have joftled the Aderchandiz« our 
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of the Fair in Smithfield, even in the Jurifdi- 
Gtion of the Honourable City of London. How 
many Trades have we that are meerly for Or- 
nament, whereby out Women are made Proud 
and being bred up in Lazinefs, turn i bores, ra- 
ther than get'an Honeft Lively-hood by their 
Labour ? And fuch of them as wovid Work, 
know not where to get it; for the Lazy and 
Idle-Trades in London are fo over: ftock'd, that 
they cannot Employ half their Number. Now 
whet an Advantage would it be to England; 


nay, What a Pious Care wonld it be in the 


Magiftracy and Reprefentative Wifdom of the 
Nation, to find out Employments forall thefe 
Lazy Idle-People.? And this might at once be 
done, if the Fifhery of England was re-Efta- 
blifhed. 

You muft Acknowledge the Employing of 
the Poor to be a National Advantage; and to 
this you.may add the Encreafe of Seamen and 
Marriners, than which there can be no greater 
Advantage to the Englifh Nation; you may 
alfo add, the Encreafe of Shipping, and con{e- 
quently the Encouragement to Land in Plant- 
ing of Timber-Trees. I could write a Volume 
of the Advantage of the Fifhery to the Engli/h 
Nation; and if it be a Profit to the People, it 
is alfoan Advantage to the Crown in the En- 
creafe of the Cuftomes3 for our Fi/h is Barter’d 
in Foreign parts for Commodities Ufeful in 
Our Nation, all which pay a Duty to the Queen 
when Imported. — . 

Country-m. My Eyes are now open, I can 
plainly fee the Advantage of the Fifhery’; but I 
can fee no reafon why it fhould not be put into 
Practice; Pray Sic what are the rubs which lie 
in the way to the Nations Happinefs in this 
Point ? 

Obf. Vil tell you in fhort, Sir,’ Tis private In- 
tereft, which is the common Enemy to'the well 
being of all States and Governments; If there 
be any Beneficial Trade to a Nation, fome par- 
ticular Perfons immediately make a Monopoly 
of it to themftlves, they get themfelves encor- 
porated into Companies, and fo the Trade is 
either ftreightned or totally loft: An Inftance ~ 
hereof we had in the Company of Merchants 
who got the Greenland Fifhery to them{elves. 
Now if we intend to make a good hand of our 
Fifhery, ours muit be a Afare Liberum to all our 
Natives, every Native of this Country muft 
have the fame priviledge as the Royal Fifhery, in 
all Refpects whatfoever ; and 1 Humbly con- 
ceive it would ‘be much for the Advantage of 
the Crown iff many Refpecéts, if Her Majefty 
for the conveniency ot Fifhermen, would give 
any as much Land as he cpuld recover tie 





“about the Streets. 


high-water Mark ; andif the Develi® Lands in 
England were thus beftowed, yet would it be 
a much greater Profit both to the Queen and 
her Subjects. se ~ ee oe 
Cc -m. What you have faid, Sir, is very 
reafonable, and I'l] affure you I will put both 
our Members in miind of it before they go to 
Parliament ? | or.’ 
Obf. Well, Honeft Conntryman, what News 
haft brought us from London? 
Country-m. They fay Her Majefty is return- 
ing from the Bath to meet Her Parliament, 
but I’li tell you a greater piece of News than 
that, I’m turn’d a Poct, and have wrote a Poem 
wpon the Subject of Her Majefties meeting the 
Parliament. 
_ Obf. By what unlucky Star art thou influ- 
enced? Turn’d Poet? [ tell thee, Man, thou 
art undone to all Intents and Purpofes: No- 
thing but Poverty haft thou now entail’d upon 
thy felf and Pofterity; did’ft thou ever hear of 
Homer ? 
Country-m. Yes, yes, he was a Bellman, poor 
Fellow, he ftarv’d the very Dog that led him 
I don’t intend to take up 
the Trade of a Poct. No,no, Pil never live 
by my Brains, but I find as great Fools as I, 
write Verfes, and here’s a fample of mine. Pll 
read them. 


4n Enzlifh Senate, and an Englifh Queen: 
Hiave bereivfore our Country's Gaardian been, 
When ¢am'd Eliza did the Scepter Sway, 

And made the Trembling World ber Laws Obey ; 
Hlonour had then in England an Abodezgr sv. \-. 
Mind every Tongue Confefs'd and Own'd the God s! 
dot Crimes Profufe, Unnatural, and Bafe, 
Vertue the Standard of Preferment was: 
Trophies in. War won by the Faitbful Sword, 

Did then advance avd conflitute the Lord; 
Badges of Honour {prang midft Storms of Shot, 
#ie had no Title who no Honour got. 


Our Antient Bards did Sing in former years, 
‘A Generous Race of Commoners and Peers, 
Wo the Palladium of their Country ftood, 

ind Purchas’d Freedom with their Vital Blood : 
Who Dangers chofe before Inglorious Eafe, 
And cut their way thro” War to lafting Peace. 
Such Men, we hope, our Gracious Anna meets, - 
To {way our Armies and dived our Fleets. 

She meets that Mighty Senate, who alone — - 
Gave ber the Scepter and the Brittith Crown : 
Whofe Power can Shipwrack on no Rocks or Shelves, 
And only terminates within themfelves: 
Thefe are the Guardians of oxy “Happy Ifle, 

Thefe are the Lords and Owners of the Soil : 
Thefe bave Dominion by a Right Divine, 
For Property and Power together Join : 

Th Almighty One entitles the Command 

To fuch as do polfefs their Native Land; 
Right t attain’d but in a Legal Courfe, 

No Rightful Power was ever gain'd by Force. 
He, who would other People’s Countrys foay, 
Aid make Proprictors bis Will Obey, 

Wa wuld o4 Free-Born People Laws Impofe, 
fic an \nvader and a Robber grows, 
Vo one’s a King, but. whom the People cbofe: \,. 
And Kings are not the Laws Superiors, (til 
Have no Prerogative of doing i, 


fad make me a Doétor of Civil Law uponti 


“| © The trie Prture of am Ancietit Torysin a Dialogue,' 
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As Albion’s Rocks keep off the Waves tha: p, 
So Albion’s Senate does our Heats affwage. * 
They Curb Tumultuous Rioters; and they ° 
Do foreen their~ People from Tyrannic Sway, 
Not long ago they ficer’d the Ship of State ~ \ 
With fleddy Hands, and Guarded off our Fat, 
When our States-Ship on fwelling Seas was T, 






Had fprung a Leak, and‘had ber Rudder jp.” Wuyatks 
Then, eft the State fhould to Confufion run, ip th 
The Peoples Voice foon fild the Vacant Throne Bihy’s 





And on Great William’s Head they placd th! 
- LCrowy. 
The num’vous People at the AG Rejoce, 
And Heaven it felf Approwdand Lik’d the Cho; 
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For who fo fit.to Rule this Kingdom was, } 

As He,who refcu'd from the Papilts Pans, | 

Our Loft-Religion, and our Sinking-Laws? | ait 
quit 


On Annamext the Englith Crown they plac'd, 
She and Eliza Englith Thrones bave grac’d, 
May Hevjuft Senate Her juje Crown defend, 
And in Fer Reign may all our Faétions end: 
Preferve Fer, Heaven, where-ever She fhall go, 
From fuch as Fly too bigh, or Creep too low, 
No one in England does oppofe ber Right, 

But the Curft Papift and.the Jacobite. — 

Yet thefe, lake Stars, fhall be defcending foon: 
And bark like. Dogs at the far diftant Afoon, 
Like Bubbles blown by empty Blafts of Wind, 
They fhall like Fate with Atry Meteors find, . 
Which rife from Bogs, and leave no Light bebing, 
And when She late removes unto Her Reft 
Anna with great Eliza (hall be Bieft. 


{ 
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Well Mr. Obfervator what do.you think4 
my Verfes ? Will the great Learned Folk at0s 


Account ? 

Obf. No, no, thou haft not one Word of 
Mourning Vitor nor a Difputed Prince inalltt 
Poem, tho’ I like it well enough: But om 
more I give'thee a Caution againft Poetry. » 
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